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Ante-Bellum 

 Georgia. 

"Through me the way into the suffering city, 
Through me the way to the eternal pain, 

Through me the way that runs among the lost.” 
                                                         Dante’s Inferno. 



“On November 15, 1864,  
General Sherman cut out the back of  

Atlanta with 60,000 hard-worn  
Yankees.  He drove them down through Georgia 
to the sea.  With hate in their hearts they moved 

in a line cutting a scar through  
God’s blessed country 50-miles wide; burning, 

looting and gutting our land like vultures.   
They tore up the railroad tracks, burned the  

cotton and the gins….Lord, they made  
everyone suffer.” 

     In recent years, politically correct historians schooled by 
Northern biased universities have stepped up the pace to  
redeem the actions of the invading Federal army within the 
Southern nation affectionately known as the Confederate 
States of America.  The truth is that from 1861 to 1865 The 
Confederacy fought a mighty battle solely for the preservation 
of the Constitution as the founding fathers had written and 
interpreted it. For within that original document was found 
the true  meaning of American freedom, here was the strength 
of the people to govern themselves through the individual  
sovereignty of their home state.  Here was a cause worth  
believing in, here was a cause worth dying for. There is no 
American today other than the native southerner who knows 
the horror of military defeat and the resulting depredations 
that occurred in its wake.  Southerners bore witness first hand 
to the atrocities committed by the victorious Yankee upon his 
downtrodden brother.  In this pamphlet you will find an  

introduction to a 
series of events 
that many  
modern  
historians  
dismiss or  
conveniently 
overlook. The 
books found  
on the  
recommended  
reading list on 
the back will 

help you to further understand this topic.—— Early in July of 
1864, General William Tecumseh Sherman’s Federal army 
was pressing towards Atlanta.  Although greatly outnumbered, 
the Southern army was making this invader pay dearly for his 
conquest.  The Yankees were losing men to Southern steel and 
shot as fast as they could get immigrants off the boats in New 
York harbor, uniform them, and ship them South.  History 
shows that when an invader has difficulty with the standing 
army of the invaded, he will turn his attack on those whom he 
knows he can defeat with little trouble. True to this form, 
General Sherman marched his army into the heartland of the 
South with orders from the Lincoln administration to “make 

Georgia howl.” Sherman regularly declared that there could be 
no peace in the country until large parts of the Southern  
population had been exterminated. With the force of a  
hammer on the head of a nail, he put his words into action. 
General Sherman, with his vindictive subordinates, succumbed 
to committing acts of terrorism upon a civilian population to  
destroy their will and determination. First, he ordered that all 
food supplies found were to be confiscated by the Federal 
army; that which could not be carried away was destroyed.  
Next he saw that all means of food production was destroyed, 
this included but was not limited to agricultural equipment, 
seed stores, wagons and livestock. One must remember that 
most Americans one hundred and forty years ago were unable 
to run down to the supermarket or to the corner convenience 
store when food was needed. Instead they primarily grew their 
own food. Certain items that could not be produced at home 
such as sugar and salt could be procured through the barter 
system or purchased from local suppliers. But Southerners who 
now saw their land under siege by an invading force found that 
these supplies were no longer readily available; and with home 
stores stolen or destroyed they had been condemned to death 
by starvation. Who were these people Sherman had  
pronounced a death sentence?  For the most part they were 
women, children, the old, the sick, the wounded, and those 
found to be unfit for military service.  These innocent and  
defenseless victims were the ones upon whom the full measure 
of Yankee anger was poured.  It is ironic that while the  
invaders wrapped the cloak of self righteousness around  
themselves and proclaimed themselves as the beacon of all that 
was right and good, they would stoop so low as to starve and 
destroy defenseless citizens. Sherman’s army next turned its 
attention to the destruction of all factories and businesses that 
aided the Southern war initiative. After the battle at Kennesaw 
Mountain, wherein the invader was thoroughly punished and  
outclassed for being in the wrong place, Sherman sent his army 
around Atlanta and into the towns of Marietta, Roswell, and 
New Manchester.  In these locations were factories vital to the 
home front as well as to Confederate troops in the field. Like 
bees, the Yankees swarmed through the towns burning and 
violently looting whatever fell into their path. All personal 
property that could be consigned to the flame was destroyed.  
The only items that could be salvaged by the hapless Southern-
ers were the clothes upon their backs.  Innumerable accounts 
state that jewelry, such as earbobs, necklaces and even  
wedding bands were pulled from ladies’ hands by these “noble 
defenders” of the Federal Union. These events would set the 
stage for Sherman’s notorious “march to the sea.” If this saga 
of the sad fate of a noble people were to stop here, it would 
still rate as one of the lowest points in American history. But 
for these Southerners, their odyssey of horror had only begun. 
Sherman then ordered all those who worked in the factories to 
be gathered up and transported out of the country. The invad-
ers evidently feared that by some miracle these people might 
not die of starvation, and by some enormous stroke of luck 

quickly rebuild their factories from the smoldering ashes. 
With little or no concern for their well-being, the women were 
separated from their children and families and held in  
detention centers along the railroad. Mournful cries fell upon 
the deaf ears of the remorseless as the innocent were ushered 
into waiting boxcars. The majority of these people were never 
to see their loved ones again. In the town of Roswell alone, 
over four hundred young women and children were kept in the 
open town square for nearly a week awaiting their transport 
north. Imagine the suffering of those who found themselves 
cramped in that hot dirty place beneath Georgia’s sweltering 
summer sun.  As if that were not enough, it was not long  
before the hidden whiskey stores fell into the hands of the 
guards. From that time on, the young girls of Roswell lived a 
ghastly-continual nightmare. At New Manchester, factory 
workers were taken off in much the same manner as the other 
towns. So complete was the destruction, that the town, like 
many in Sherman’s path, never recovered from the raid and 
soon passed from existence.  New Manchester became another 
martyr in the cause for Southern Independence.  The  
following comment appeared in a Louisville, Kentucky  
newspaper concerning the women and children whom 
Sherman had shipped north; “The train which arrived from 
Nashville last evening brought up from the South 249 women 
and children who are sent here by the orders of General 
Sherman to be transferred north of the Ohio River.  These 
people are mostly in a destitute condition (many died while in 
captivity), having no means to provide for themselves a  
support.” These people were hired out to perform work at a 
price that was at no more than a subsistence level, making 
them nothing more than slaves for the Yankees. More than 
2000 Southern civilians were sent into the North in this  
manner. Sadly, the papers 
in the area advertised 
them as if they were any 
other commodity for sale. 
Even after the end of the 
war, the United States 
government never made 
an attempt to reunite 
these families. It is clear 
that, in the original tradi-
tion of the New England 
slave traders, these  
Yankees maintained an 
illicit trade in human 
flesh even as they were 
singing “glory, glory, 
hallelujah.  

“THE HATRED WILL NEVER CEASE, 
EVEN NOW THAT THERE IS PEACE, 

THE FEELING WILL RUN AS DEEP AS THE SCARS 
WE BARE…” 


